>aiety Theatre may gain an encore
with three groups in talks to save|

500 at meeting to debate
future of historic building

MARTIN WILLIAMS

i T 1, TR Y

HOPES that one ol Scotl-
larsd's oddiest ansd neost histor
e theatres will Al despile
a rl.'-u1|c_|| claiming il meeds
E4.5m N repairs fode |las
neght aller it cmenged froidhal
ialkcs are beirg held with thaee
EOUPE 0 Sai il

As 500 people attended
o publie mecling o 184er
thecir prodest, it ¢|:':¢rhﬁ|!|.1q
lam Ceordon, U peneral man-
ager ol ibe Pavilion Theatne in
Gilaspow, had held a naeciing
with officers of South Ayrihire
Coanil aboul taking overithe

1 To comment

heraldtalk

at weanw e herald, co.ulk

U of the 105-year-aid
Carcty Theatre in Ayr

The Ciabely. which i the
former slape for comedians,
:-il!;,":l.'h_'r.lril_'l:.. BclE and FO0sE
such at Sir Harry Lauder, the
ez violinist Stephane Grap-
peclle. iy Logan and a hosi
of adher stars, 15 expected 10
chode on January 31 20 that
thee council can “examine ihe
lomg-term repair and main
tenance and viability of the
theatre™

It has emerged that disoas

sions Belween the coundeil
and Mr Gordon covered the
r\u:n”li:h:\..' ol k:lllrlg up a
redloralien fund, which the
council might help fund o

iapeELng an annusl fum for
about five years (o ran and
pass Soniral dver Lo the Pavil-
on completely,

It is understood thal
the council might be will-
ing to hand over owner-
shap af the Gaiety for free 6
whoever lakes it over takes
I::‘t_'lzi:ruu!-ihi'li::.' for the repair

i

Mr Gordon said that the
meeling with Roddy Mae-
donald, the council's head
of project with responsibality
for Public Privaie Partner-
5-I_1i;:|:~ and Harry Gorland,
direcior of social wark, hoas-
ing and health, was “fairly
Posslive

He hopes that the theatre
Can reoper] around Augsst o
Sepbember, but that is reliant
L] '\."II'\IJri:l;.: Ihl.' hl_hldl.lu; 1
walie b e

He added: =1 visited ihe
Ciaely last week and to be
hanesl there is a lTair kit of
work noodod done 10 bang it
up b a standand which would
be acceptable o all pariscs
and g this end we have asked
the council to fund a resio-
ralion prajec o enable
the long term fulure of the
theadre

They agreed 1o look inlo
thai amd deal wath that makber
Lairly quickly, so | am hopeiisl
ol o casly peiponie”

Last night it was standing
rodm Gniy i the Hody Trin-
ity Church in Ayrwhere lun-
direds, inchoding vetoran actor
anl consedian johnny Beattic,
haaved fl'l_"{"l' |l ) o L e
16 g-:all coundillors about the
Gatety's Natuare

Howewer, the biggest laugh

e

It came when Margaret
Toner, deputy leader of South
Avrehine Council, who alsa
ks an arts portodio, sdmit-
ted: “The cotaned s past mod il
fior punposs.”

While diskelicving laughter
o heded From residents sad in
pews and even the chorstiens
stalls she added: =, . as far as
the arts po.”

Fl.l'liH?IE FEARS: Johnny Beattie ansd Hl-r;l Lee, wife of Jack

™

management”. “That is whai
is lacking &t present,” she
dd

Sk was hopelul that the
current negoliations would
peose fruithal,

Stauanch Ckancty campaigner
Bealtic was cqually posstive
and god the beggest cheer of
the night in Becing the andi-
erved and prodciamang: =1 have
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Hilrey, were 3meng thade bl the Meeting inAyr's Hoty Trinity Bhurch, Pucture. Mot

“Led the clarion call be

Laong Live the Gaiety!™

Beattie had carlier doclansd
thal the Gaiety was his "all
time favosariie theatee in ihe
warld™ and that it had an
"o G Slau

Many of thode wh were
all the meeling supportcd a
sappestion fmom foermer Gai-
iy manaeer Rernand Coblon
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